On Thursday November 17, 2011 at 7:08 P.M., Valley Hi President, Steve Szutenbach, called the Valley Hi Annual Home Owner’s meeting to order.  


In attendance were, 

· Vice President/Treasurer Dot Stockholm 

· Director at Large, Greg James 

· Acting Secretary, Joni Havens 

· 11 Valley Hi residents

Finances/Treasurer’s Report

The Treasurer’s Report was submitted by Dot Stockholm.  An itemized report was made available to everyone, and expenditures were discussed.  It was noted that the Pig Roast lost money, but the Oktoberfest, broke even.  The treasurer’s report shows that the Home Owner’s association contributed $822.92 to cover expenses for the Pig Roast, and $199.44 for the Oktoberfest. The ending balance in the account is $4,035.58.     

We extend a thank you to Greg and Kristy James, as well as Don and Travis, for their improvements to the sign maintenance this year. Ten years ago the sign was placed on private property at the agreement of the owner.  In 2011, $2,500.00 was allocated for improvements.  Included in the improvements were 3 aspen trees, 2 Canadian cherry trees, green rug, and new light fixtures. The treasurer’s report reflects a cost of $3,129.88 for improvements. 

Valley-Hi President, Steve Szutenbach, informed the attendees that Dot and Neil Stockholm had decided to step down from their position as Vice President/Treasurer.  Chris Corbett was nominated as Vice President/Treasurer.   Steve Szutenbach agreed to stay on as President; Greg James agreed to stay on as Director at Large; Joni Havens agreed to stay on as Secretary.  A vote was taken and passed. 

A question was raised regarding the Architectural Control position and other committees.  Steve responded saying that according to the by-laws, any major change to property needs an approval prior to construction.  He added that other committee positions are ad hoc and given to volunteers. 

Steven Szutenbach thanked Neil and Dot Stockholm for their long service to our community and the VHOA.

Directory

Joni Havens presented a rough copy of the 2012 Valley Hi Directory.  The directory was passed among those in attendance to make corrections as needed.  Joni will send the final copy to the printer the first of December.  The cost will be approximately $250.00 for 110 copies.  Vicki Wimberly agreed to stamp and mail the directories.  

Social Events

Each year the Halloween Hayride is organized by Dot Stockholm.  This year there were approximately 30 children in attendance.  Dot rents a trailer, borrows hay, and provides alcoholic beverages for the adults.  Although the trailer does not go down Rudd Road, it will if asked.  
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Alissa Skildheim organizes the Pig Roast each year. Included in the expenses are a bouncy house, port-a-potty, pig, and roaster.  The 2011 event lost money, as only about 40 people attended.  It was suggested that the Pig Roast be changed to a block party where people bring BBQ grills and hamburgers and hot dogs are served.  It was also suggested that the bouncy house not be rented.  The general feeling was that the bouncy house was, in fact, a worthwhile expense for the children.    

In the past Valley-Hi social events included a St. Patrick’s Day Party, and a Progressive Dinner.  We would welcome anyone would like to head up those committees.  

Dot Stockholm suggested a Cinco De Mayo/Fiesta Party in June.  Everyone agreed that it was a good idea. Thanks again to Dot! 

New Business

It was suggested that we move the membership dues to the calendar year rather than June to June.  The suggestion was motioned, seconded, and carried.  Membership drive will begin in January of 2012.

It was motioned that the dues be raised to $35.00 annually.  According to our by-laws, a vote would need to take place, therefore the motion was tabled.

It was agreed that the annual meeting would continue to be held in September.

It was agreed that social events should attempt to break even financially, but that the HOA could subsidize them. 

A suggestion was made to use a blind-copy email to remind residents of Valley-Hi events.  The membership application will updated to include a request to use emails for this purpose.

The old Valley Hi sign will be revamped and erected on the property of Marty and Marci Dimas. The cost will be approximately $100.00 for all expenses.  The sign will not be lit as IREA will have to install electric lines to the sign.  It was suggested we use solar lighting.  The idea of lighting the sign was tabled.

Jeff Corbett suggested we form a committee whose purpose would be to increase attendance at the annual meeting.  

· The meeting could be held at one of our events such as the Pig Roast.

· A sign could be placed at the entrance announcing the meeting.

· A blind-copy email could be sent to residents.

· A lottery could be held at the meeting to increase attendance

Dick Blodgett said that the Park Ranger would come to speak at our meeting about the new 18 mile trail system that will be installed at Shaffer’s Crossing.

Dick Blodgett informed us that he was asked to sit on the Elk Creek Fire District Board.  Changes to the board are a result of inconsistencies in past administration.  These changes could affect our fire insurance.

It was suggested that a petition be written to the county to repair the roads on our neighborhood.  Potholes are being filled but the roads need to be repaved.  Steve Szutenbach said he would look into this matter.
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Vicki Wimberly suggested we hold an annual food drive to replenish supplies at area food banks.  Bob Hawsey volunteered a truck to haul the food.   Vicki will head up the committee, which will take place in the summer of 2012.

A motion was made to adjourn at 8:45 P. M.  The motion was seconded and carried.  

Joni Havens

Secretary

Valley Hi Home Owners Association
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