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With the holiday season upon us, the Sheriff’s Office, Mountain Precinct, would like to take this opportunity to wish you all a safe and victimless holiday season.  By practicing a few Crime Prevention tips you can eliminate crimes of opportunity.  Criminals look for the path of least resistance unless valuables are in plain sight for the taking.  Here are a few simple things that will decrease the chance of you being victimized.  Many crimes may have been avoided by locking home, cars or garage doors.  Some suspects target unlocked homes and vehicles specifically.
1. Lock your house and garage doors even when you are home.
2. Lock your cars even in your driveway. 

3. Don’t leave your keys in your car anytime even when parked in your garage.

4. Don’t leave valuables or holiday gifts, while parked when shopping, in plain sight in your cars. 
5. Don’t put your purse or wallet exposed in the child folding seat of a shopping cart. The best place in a cart is in the bottom, making them a more difficult target.  
6. Mail theft is heightened during the holiday season.  Thieves are looking for greeting cards containing gift cards, money and checks as well as packages left at the mail box or on door steps.  Collect you mail daily and never use street side mail boxes to mail important mail.  
7. Call the Jefferson County Sheriff’s Office immediately if you see suspicious persons or activity.  As you will notice in the following statistics, the arrest of a few suspects solved a majority of the crimes listed.  Many apprehensions were due to citizens calling the Sheriff’s Office reporting a suspicious car or person. 
 Mountain Precinct crime statistics  --  January 1, 2009 to October 31, 2009

Of the 20 commercial burglaries, 13 were locked and 7 were unlocked possibly a 35% preventable rate.  There were 6 suspects which were employees.                 
Of the 61 residential burglaries, 22 were locked and 39 were unlocked possibly a        63% preventable rate.  There were 8 suspects arrested solving 54 burglaries which is an 88% solved rate leaving only 7 cases still open.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

Of the two robberies 1 was the result of a domestic dispute in which the suspect was arrested, resulting in 50% solved and one open case. 
Of the 82 vehicle trespasses only 5 were locked and 77 were unlocked.  All were parked in their driveways.  This is possibly a 93% preventable rate.  Four suspects were arrested solving 53 cases which is a 64% solved rate.
Of the 8 vehicle thefts 3 were unlocked with the keys left in the ignition in their driveway possibly a 75% preventable rate.  Five suspects were arrested leaving 3 cases open and a 62% solved.      
